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Whilst every effort has been made to include comprehensive information on health and 
safety procedures, we acknowledge that some details may be missing or less detailed than 

desired. It is important to note that practices can vary based on your region and specific 
venue. Therefore, this guide should be used as a reference only, and we strongly 

recommend seeking professional advice tailored to your local area



Pages 4 – 11 –Helpful tips and useful reminders.
Page 5 - Getting started.
Page 6 -  Check list before planning. 
Page 7 -  Fire safety. 
Page 8 - Emergency's & preventions. 
Page 9 -  Communications. 
Page 10 -  Staffing .
Page 11 -  Designing tips.

Pages 12 – 13 –using your budget wisely.
 Page 13 -  Useful tips for saving budgets.

 

Pages 14- 20. Prop and set safety. 
Page 15 – Examples and stop think act.
Page 16 & 17- Case study 1 photos.  
Page 18  - Case one information. 
Page 19& 20 - Case two information. 
Page 21 – Stop, Think, Act. 

Pages 22-23 – summery of context from page 4-21.
Pages 24- 27. Tips for actors.
Pages 25 & 26 – Useful tips.
Page 27 – The Scare booklet.
Pages 28- 31 – Scare School Actor training.
Page 29 -  what is scare school?
Page 30 – Scare School reviews.
Page 31 – How to book.
Page 32 – How to get in touch RE questions.
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STOP

THINK

ACT
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•Use factor: Sweeny Todd on stage used up-close to “slit” throats

•Direct approach:  Commended them on a beautiful prop however advised 
against its use on stage due to potential issues.

•Ignored: Creator ignored my concerns continued to argue its safe.

•Told: they know better because they have been doing it a long time with NO 
issues.

IN  CONVERSATION : SCARECON TALK 2024 V.2 ONLINE EDIT

Worth noting:
Blades used for combat style must be 4mm thick with no tapered edge, and any props on stage or screen that 
can be utilized as a weapon or is a weapon MUST be kept in a lockable box under the supervision of an 
armorer.  Accidents happen when we get too familiar and relaxed by what we are doing. Just become you 
have experience doesn’t mean it still can’t go wrong! 
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Our team was approached via Facebook direct messages to consult and secure a contract for building a new 
maze for a potential client, who had been absent from the industry for a few years. Following this initial 
contact, we moved to email communications and received the first draft of the attraction. It's important to 
note that no NDAs (Non-Disclosure Agreements) were signed at this point.
The brief described that guests would enter a shed-like building with a stable door that would swing open into 
the guest area. An actor, riding another actor like a horse, would burst through the door to startle the guests. 
However, no room drawings were provided, and the initial notes lacked basic stage directions and technical 
specifications. It was clear that the client had done very little research into what they wanted.
We reviewed the plans and raised concerns, primarily about actor safety. It’s unrealistic to expect anyone to 
be ridden like a horse for over four hours a day, every 45 seconds. 
Regarding guest safety, there was no budget for essential safety features like CCTV. The door was to be made 
of timber, but we advised against this due to potential fatigue of the hardware points, which could lead to 
issues with exposed screws and nails, or even total structural collapse. We recommended steel fabrication as 
the best and only viable option, along with preventive measures inside the room to maximize safety. We made 
it clear that this was a deal-breaker if these conditions were not met.
Unfortunately, the client would not adjust their budget, making the project unviable. Consequently, we 
decided to walk away.



Screamfx-co@outlook.com

COPYRIGHT @ SCREAM EFFECTS CO 20

•Show scene: Poorly written explanation with no visual plans/sketches. 

•Direct approach:  Direct emails back and forth to assess what they need

•Concerns raised : Unsafe acts and conditions. Alterations and safety measures 
added into design changing approach to scene to still have the impact 

•Told: they know better they don’t need the alterations. 

•Ultimatum: we walked away from the project as we were not satisfied  that the 
rest of the safety standards would be met.
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STOP THINK

ACT
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Hide 
me!

STOP THINK ACT
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Exciting New Booklet Coming Soon to Help You Get 
Through the Scare Season!

Jam-packed with fun, games, useful hints, and tips to get 
you through the season, including a helpful breakdown 
guide of scare tactics, and making the most of your 
space/room. It also includes advice on what to do if your 
voice is suffering and so much more!

Plus, there are sections for cast photos, selfies, and a 
journal to record all the funny things people have said to 
you, so you can look back on them in years to come.

And that’s not all! Keep your eyes peeled for the launch of a 
free lite PDF version of the booklet and a full print-on-
demand service!
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“Lovely guy, appreciate the 

language used being gender 

neutral and inclusive ” – 10/ 10 

“Easy to follow made it easy to act 

Infront of others with extra 

exercises” – 10/10

“Super fun and informative, very 

valuable, comfortable 

environment, very technical 

without being overwhelming!” - 

9/10

“Explained everything very 

well 

Very experienced” - 10/10 

“Very friendly + professional

industry expertise shows” - 10/10

“Energetic, fun, skillful 

teacher great day, learnt a 

lot had a lot of fun” - 10/10

“very engaging and interesting, Fun but 

also learned a lot. Absolute legend, thank 

you for a friendly and funny session, 

Cured my anxiety! – 9/10
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•Please direct emails to Screamfx-co@outlook.com with the heading :Questions RE Talk 24.

•If you have any question regarding this presentation or the full talk 

•Thank you.
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@screamfxco

/screameffects

@screameffectsco

Ways to reach us!

Linkedin.com

/Company/scream-effects-co

Screamfx-co@outlook.com

www.screameffects.co.uk


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32

